Town of Camden

P.O. DRAWER 1002
CAMDEN, DELAWARE 19934

Town of Camden
Ordinance #78

(This ordinance supersedes #50)

“AN ORDINANCE CREATING THE POSITION OF BUILDING INSPECTOR,
REQUIRING PROPERTY OWNERS TO SECURE A BUILDING PERMIT FROM
THE LAND USE ADMINISTRATOR PRIOR TO COMMENCING ANY
CONSTRUCTION, ESTABLISHING PROCEDURES FOR THE APPLICATION,
REVIEW, AND GRANTING OF BUILDING PERMITS, AND PROVIDING
PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS THEREOF”

Be it ordained by the Council of the Town of Camden as follows:

Section 1. The Town Council shall each year appoint an individual person to serve as
Building Inspector for the Town of Camden. The Building Inspector so appointed shall
serve a one (1) year term of office which should commence March 1% and expire
February 28™ the following year; however, there shall be no limit upon the number of
terms, consecutive or otherwise, which any Building Inspector so appointed shall serve.
In the event that the Building Inspector so appointed shall for any reason be unable to
fulfill his term, the Town Council shall appoint a successor to serve the balance of any
term remaining. The Town Code Enforcement Officer shall also serve as a building
inspector.

It shall be the duty of the Building Inspector(s), and the Building Inspector(s) is hereby
authorized and empowered, to enforce all of the provisions of this Ordinance and to
report from time to time to the Town Council on all matters pertaining hereto.

Section 2. No building or structure, or any part or parts thereof, shall be erected,
constructed, altered, repaired, removed, demolished, used, or occupied except in
conformity with the provisions of this Ordinance. For the purposes of this Ordinance, a
vehicle commonly referred to as a manufactured home, mobile home, or trailer, shall be
deemed to fall within the meaning of a building or structure subject to this Ordinance.

Section 3. No building or structure, or any part or parts thereof, shall be erected,
constructed, altered, repaired, removed, demolished, used, or occupied prior to the
person(s), firm, or corporation being the owner or owners, or having custody, charge,
possession, or control of or over the building or structure, or the lands or premises upon
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which such building or structure is to be erected, constructed, altered, repaired, removed,
demolished, used, or occupied, securing from the Land Use Administrator or Building
Inspector(s) a written permit signed by the Building Inspector which authorizes the
building or structure to be erected, constructed, altered, repaired, removed, demolished,
used, or occupied.

Before the permit required by this Section is issued by the Land Use Administrator, the said
owner or owners of the property, or his or their agent, shall, before commencing work, submit an
application in writing to the Land Use Administrator, which application shall contain the
following information:

a. The name and residence and business addresses of the owner or owners of the
property upon which the proposed work is to be done;
b. An accurate description of the location of the lands or premises upon which the

building or structure is located or upon which the said building or structure is to
be erected, constructed, altered, repaired, removed, demolished, used, or

occupied;

c. A description of the work proposed to be done, including, if so required by the
Building Inspector, a detailed schematic drawing or plan of the proposed work;

d. The estimated cost of the work proposed to be done to the building or structure or

the estimated cost of the work proposed to be done in the erection, construction,
alteration, repair, removal, demolition, use, or occupancy of the building or
structure; and

e. The nature of the use to be made of the building or structure, including, if the
building or structure is to be used for business or commercial purposes, the nature
of such business or commercial purpose.

f. A minimum charge of $35.00 dollars will be charged to cover Administrative and
Inspection costs for every permit issued or re-inspected.

Section 4. Non-structural homeowner improvements which are non-contracted and/or non-
commercial are hereby exempt from permit fees; however a completed permit application is

required and a signed waiver verifying the extent of improvements by the homeowner shall be
required.

Section 5. If the plans, specifications, and application submitted to the Land Use
Administrator conform to the requirements of this Ordinance and/or any ordinances or
amendments supplemental hereto, the Land Use Administrator shall, upon the payment of the
permit fee hereinafter established, issue a building permit to such applicant. The plans,
specifications, and application shall be either approved or rejected within a period of ten (10)
business days from the date of the filing of the plans, specifications, and applications for such
building permit.

Section 6. The Land Use Administrator and Building Inspector(s) shall have the power to
cancel or revoke any building permit for any material misrepresentation, variation, or departure
from the approved plans, specifications, and applications, and also for any false statement or



misrepresentations as to a material fact relating to the raising, construction, alteration, repair,
removal, demolition, use, or occupancy of such building or structure.

Upon the cancellation or revocation of any building permit granted under the provisions of this
Ordinance, no further work shall be done except as shall be directed by the Land Use
Administrator or Building Inspector in order to protect life or property, until the original or new
plans, specifications, and application upon which such permit was issued shall be complied with,

or until new plans, specifications, and application shall be approved and a new building permit
issued.

Section 7. Permission to use the public streets in the immediate neighborhood where such
building or structure under erection, construction, alteration, repair, removal, demolition, use, or
occupancy may be granted by the Building Inspector(s), in conjunction with the Land Use
Administrator, within such limits as may be necessary for the proper prosecution of the work
incident to such raising, construction, alteration, repair, removal, demolition, use, or occupancy.
The Camden Police Department must be notified to review all road closures or lane restrictions
prior to construction. If Camden Police Officers is required to maintain traffic flow the applicant
is responsible for all fees.

The building permit granted under this Ordinance shall state what portion of the street shall be
used and shall require the person or persons, firm, or corporation securing such building permit
to keep clear, at all times, all gutters and fire hydrants adjacent to the work and maintain
appropriate lighting, as directed by the Building Inspector, of all street obstructions. The
building permit shall also require, where appropriate and as directed by the Building
Inspector(s), that all sidewalks shall be kept open to travel, except where such travel may be
dangerous, at which time the area affected by such risk shall be barricaded, and any such
barricade shall be removed as soon as the risk to the public use shall be removed in coordination
with the Land Use Administrator.

Section 8. No building permit shall be issued by the Land Use Administrator pursuant to this
Ordinance unless the applicant for said building permit shall pay fees for the use of the Town.
The fees will be calculated using Marshall Evaluation Service Edition 2006/2007 as amended to
determine the current value of the proposed structure at the time of application. Based on the
valuation of the building permit calculated by staff, each applicant will be charged the following
of the total valuation.

» Commercial / Residential Building Under 15,000 s.f.: 3.5% of the evaluation / cost of the
structure = permit fee

» Commercial / Residential Building Over 15,000 s.f.: 4% of the evaluation / cost of the
structure = permit fee

» Commercial Fit-outs: 10% of the evaluation cost for the structure = permit fee Camden-

Wyoming Fire Department: 25% of evaluation / cost of structure for all permits (For

contribution and support of our local Fire Department)

Section 9. Fees established in Section 7 shall double in the event that a permit is applied for
after construction has commenced without the permission of the Land Use Administrator or



Building Inspector. The Town Manager may waive the doubling of fees in cases where the
building permit applicant is not a professional contractor, and the work is not being done by a
professional contractor.

Section 10.  The Land Use Administrator, with the coordination with the Building Inspector(s)
is hereby authorized and empowered to reject any application for the erection, construction,
alteration, repair, removal, demolition, use, or occupancy of a building or structure when the
Land Use Administrator and Building Inspector shall be satisfied that (1) they type or nature of
the composition, architecture or construction of the proposed building or structure is not in
conformity with other buildings or structures in the same block wherein the said proposed
building or structure is to be raised, constructed, altered, repaired, removed, demolished, used, or
occupied, or (2) the erection, construction, alteration, repair, removal, demolition, use, or
occupancy of said proposed building or structure will depreciate the value of the other properties
in the said block or shall increase the danger or the risk to other property or properties in said

block due to the type or nature of the composition, architecture, or construction of the said
proposed building or structure.

Section 11.  Whenever an application for a permit for the erection, construction, alteration,
repair, removal, demolition, use, or occupancy of a building or structure shall have been rejected
under the provisions of this Ordinance, the applicant for such permit shall have the right to
appeal to the Town Council of the Town of Camden.

Upon the filing of such an appeal with the Town Council, the Town Clerk shall give notice
thereof to the Mayor of the Town Council, who shall fix a date for the hearing of such an appeal,
which date shall not be less than ten (10) days after the filing of such appeal. At the time of the
hearing of such appeal, the appellant, as well as any other person or persons affected by the
proposed erection, construction, alteration, repair, removal, demolition, use, or occupancy of
such proposed building or structure shall have right to be heard.

Section 12.  Any building permit issued by the Land Use Administrator pursuant to this
Ordinance shall be valid as follows:

o New Construction:

o Residence 90 days
o Commercial 1 year

e Commercial Fit
o Outs 60 Days

e Residential Repairs
o Renovations
* whole building 1 year
* By Room 60 days each

If the work permitted to be done by the building permit is not completed, the applicant for the
building permit may apply to the Land Use Administrator or Building Inspector(s) for an
extension of no more than thirty days (30), which extension may be granted by the Land Use
Administrator or Building Inspector(s) in accordance with the provisions of this Ordinance;
provided, however, that no extension of the building permit shall be granted by the Land Use



Administrator or Building Inspector(s) unless the applicant for said extension shall pay for the
use of the Town an additional fee of One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) extension permit fee and a
fifty five dollar (§55.00) Certificate of Occupancy/Inspection fee. If the work permitted to be
done by the extension of the building permit is not completed within six (6) months from the
date of any extension of the building permit, then no further work may be performed in the
erection, construction alteration, repair, removal, demolition, use, or occupancy of the building
or structure unless the applicant reapplies for an entirely new building permit in accordance with
the provisions of this Ordinance.

Demolition Permits is a separate permitting process from new construction or renovations.
Demolition permits are issued by the Land Use Administrator as outlined in the ordinance
process. A fee of one hundred and fifty dollars ($150.00) for permit up to 15,000 sq ft and three
hundred dollars ($300.00) for demolition permits over 15,000 sq ft.

All demolition sites must be properly scoured and coordinated with the Land Use Administrator
on Actual demolition date(s). All utilities must be contained including Miss Utility before
demolition takes place. Permit is subject to cancellation or $1,000.00 fine if not completed to
permit specifications. When road closures are required and involves Camden Police Department
must be notified and may be required to direct or re-direct traffic.

Section 13. Upon the completion of any work performed in the erection, construction,
alteration, repair, removal, demolition, use, or occupancy of a building or structure, the Building
Inspector(s) shall not issue a certificate of occupancy unless and until the person(s), firm, or
corporation being the owner or owners, or having custody, charge, possession, or control of or
over the building or structure, , or the lands or premises upon which such building or structure
was erected, constructed, altered, repaired, removed, demolished, used, or occupied, or the agent

of such owner or owners, shall first pay for the use of the Town an additional fee of Sixty Dollars
($60.00).

Section 14. Any person, firm, association or corporation who allows or permits any violation of
any of the provisions of this Ordinance, upon conviction in any court of competent jurisdiction,
shall be fined the following:

1% offense:  $300.00

2" offense:  $500.00

ENACTED AND ORDAINED THIS 5th DAY OF March, 2007
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